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Dear Community Member,

As many of you are aware, the Beachwood City School District has been 
involved in protracted litigation with the Cleveland Clinic Foundation 
(The Clinic) regarding real estate taxes for  its Cedar Road facility in 
Beachwood. This litigation began in 2005 after the Ohio Tax Commissioner 
rejected The Clinic’s application seeking to exempt the Cedar Road facility 
from real estate taxation. The basis of The Clinic’s application was that 
it was a charitable institution and therefore should not be subjected to 
real property tax. It is important to note that what constitutes a charitable 
institution for real estate taxation purposes is different than it is for 
federal income tax deductions and charitable giving. Prior to The Clinic’s acquisition of the Cedar Road facility, the owners 
of the former Mt. Sinai Integrated Medical Campus paid real property taxes which resulted in $275,000 per year for our 
schools. By the Tax Commissioner rejecting The Clinic’s application, The Clinic remained subject to these taxes.  

The Clinic appealed the decision to the Ohio Board of Tax Appeals in 2005. In doing so, the Beachwood City School District 
became a party to the litigation and essentially was required to defend the decision of the Ohio Tax Commissioner. Had 
the District failed to participate actively in the litigation, the taxable status of the Cedar Road facility would likely be lost 
for the indefinite future. Tax appeal litigation is similar to standard litigation in that parties take depositions, exchange 
documents, and present expert testimony. Accordingly, the process is time-intensive and costly. In our case, the litigation 
has taken about 10 years. The District was able to mitigate legal expenses, which were still costly, by sharing them with 
the Cleveland Municipal School District, which was litigating the identical issue with The Clinic. In the end, the scope of 
litigation relates to tax years 2002 - 2011*, and the total amount owed by The Clinic to the Beachwood City School District 
is approximately $8,000,000, which has not been paid.       

The Ohio Tax Commissioner, by operation of law, is also a party to the litigation. The Ohio Tax Commissioner is represented 
by the Ohio Attorney General. Throughout the 10 years of the litigation of this matter, including and as late as the 9-day 
merit hearing which occurred in the summer of 2013, the Attorney General vigorously defended the Tax Commissioner’s 
decision to reject The Clinic’s application for real property tax exemption for the Cedar Road facility.  However, when the 
Attorney General filed its post-hearing brief, in December 2013, it suddenly and inexplicably reversed its position and has 
now urged that the Cedar Road facility be designated as exempt from real property taxation. One can only speculate as 
to the political reasons for this reversal, but no one can deny the frustration for our District given the valuable time and 
resources expended defending this matter.   

We expect that the Ohio Board of Tax Appeals will decide the case as early as this spring or summer.  If any of the parties 
are dissatisfied with the decision of the Ohio Board of Tax Appeals, it may file an appeal to the Ohio Supreme Court.

We will keep you apprised of future developments in this matter.

Mitchel Luxenburg, President    Dr. Brian Weiss, Vice President
Beachwood Board of Education    Beachwood Board of Education

*There is legislation in Ohio, namely Ohio Revised Code Chapter 140, which enables medical facilities to obtain real property exemption 
under certain circumstances. Therefore, the only years affected for the Beachwood City School District are 2002-2011.  
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Beachwood students and staff in all schools participated in a 
district-wide Digital Learning Day on Feb. 5, as part of a national 
effort to support the effective use of technology to improve 
education for all students. In this photo, eighth grade science 
students Noah Appel and Zach Wyman manipulated an online 
simulation of planetary orbits to model how different variables 
affect orbits and rotation.

Science Fair Participants

Nine middle school and high school students in Beachwood’s 
new Science and Engineering Fair Club will participate in the 
Northeastern Ohio Science and Engineering Fair at Cleveland 
State University on March 9. The students conducted 
research under the direction of Dr. Stephen Haynesworth, 
associate dean of Case Western Reserve University’s College 
of the Arts and Sciences. In February, they presented their 
projects to judges in a science fair held at Beachwood High 
School. Projects ranged from studying the effects of video 
games, to reducing wattage in household appliances, to the 
effectiveness of antacids.

Beachwood High School students earned eight 
medals at the Solon Science Olympiad Invitational 
in February.  Nearly 50 teams participated in 
the competition and the top six places were 
recognized in each category. Astronomy: 
Janet Wang and Bagatur Askaryan, 5th place; 
Circuit Lab: Jackie Reu and Kyra Reu, 4th place; 
Compound Machines: Zhonghan Li and Janet 
Wang, 6th place; Water Quality: Jackie Reu and 
Samantha Tall, 3rd place.

Digital Learning DayBryden LEGO® Club

Kindergartners Christopher Houston and Ellen Hawkins attempt 
to build a LEGO® bridge that’s at least 12 inches long, and wide 
and sturdy enough to hold two Matchbox cars. Students in 
Mrs. Mayer’s LEGO® Club meet after school for a weekly LEGO®-
building challenge.
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Kindergarten 
Registration

If you have a child entering 
Kindergarten in the Fall of 2014, please 

contact 
Mrs. Vickie Diamond, 

district registrar, 
at 216-464-2600, ext. 212, between 
12:45 and 3:30 pm daily, to request a 
Kindergarten packet and to schedule a 

registration appointment.

Kindergarten registration will take 
place at Bryden Elementary School on:

Monday, April 21
8 am – 3 pm 

Tuesday, April 22
11:30 am – 6:30 pm

Family Fun Night

The Beachwood Federation of Teachers sponsored its second annual Family Fun Night on 
Jan. 24, during the varsity boys basketball game. The Bison defeated Cuyahoga Heights, 
74-51. The event provided families with a great night to beat the cold. Sponsored activities 
included bounce houses, face painting, cup-stacking, crafts, flags, balloons and more. The 
Microsoft Store at Beachwood Place also brought six new mobile Xbox One consoles for 
students to play. Thank you, teachers, for the great winter night!

From the left, Ruby Kasmer, Evalynne Nielson  

and Ian Nielsen, enjoy Family Fun Night.

Competing on the Xbox, from the 
left, Matt Hardy, Ryan Jaffe, and 

Ahmonra Ballard.

Common Core Standards 
Presentation for 

Preschool Parents

Our preschool experts explain how 
Common Core is impacting preschool 
programming and how Fairmount 
Preschool is preparing your child for 
the transition to Kindergarten.

Thursday, April 10. 7 - 8:30 pm 
Fairmount Community Room 

No charge - Open to the community

While play is critically important, 
instruction and curriculum has 
fundamentally changed. Learn how 
to be wise consumers and pick a good 
preschool program.

Presenters:

� Chris Wéyn, 
 Beachwood Schools Psychologist

� Molly McVoy, 
 University Hospitals Psychiatrist
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Next month, Beachwood Schools will honor the 10th induction class of the 
Beachwood High School Gallery of Success. Please save the date for these two 
community events, which are open to the community.

Special Induction Assembly
Friday, April 11, 10 am at Beachwood High School

Beachwood Schools Foundation Gala
Saturday, April 12, 7:30 pm at The Temple - Tifereth Israel

Michael Abrams, BHS ‘66
NASA geologist and scientist

Donna Bickoff Cohen, BHS ‘66
Founder of the BHS Alumni Association

Judi Magid Feniger, BHS ‘69
Arts and fundraising executive

Mia Buchwald Gelles, BHS ‘84
Advocate and founder of autism resource organization

Jonathan Goldstein, BHS ‘86
Attorney turned Hollywood screenplay writer

Daniel L. Kalk, BHS ‘76
Distinguished law enforcement professional

Brian Kwait, BHS ‘79
Accomplished investment fund manager and philanthropist

Jennifer A. Litvak, BHS ‘04
Humanitarian and human rights activist

Maj. Bill M. Terry, Jr., BHS ‘89
Decorated military veteran

Sharon Curtis Weisman, BHS ‘77
Dedicated and inspiring deaf education teacher

This induction will bring to 121 the number of alumni who have been 
inducted into the Beachwood High School Gallery of Success since its 
inception in 1985. Inductees must be Beachwood High School graduates 
whose achievements since high school make them outstanding role 
models for students. They must exhibit achievements and distinction 

in one or more of the following criteria: leadership, service, humanitarianism, creativity, 
courage, and/or career contributions that have benefited others.

The 10 members of the 10th induction class of the 
Beachwood High School Gallery of Success are:

White & Gold Boutique
Sunday, March 9

2 - 5 pm 
Beachwood High School

Sponsored by 
BHS Student Council

$2 admission

Jessica Kellogg, Jkellogg@
beachwoodschools.org, 

with questions.
www.whiteandgoldboutique.com

New and gently used 
prom dresses!

Food, and Raffle Prizes!

Fashion Show

Prom Vendors
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